UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA, )
V. g Crimnal No. 96-66(EGS)
LEO GONZALES WRI GHT g
Def endant . g
)
ORDER

The issues discussed at the status conference held June 14,
1999 are indeed serious, and in the opinion of the Court, require
further investigation and the inplenentation of renedies to
correct the problens. The Departnent of Corrections' policies
and procedures for housing, commtnent, release, and furl ough,
i ncluding escorted trips, of convicted nurderers wll not nake a
nockery of the admnistration of justice in the D strict of
Colunbia. Although it is commendable that the District of
Col unbia Ofice of the Inspector General will conduct an
investigation into these probl ens and nake appropriate
recomendati ons for changes in policies and procedures, | would
be remiss in ny responsibilities as a United States District
Judge if | did not enlist the aid of the Departnent of Justice to
i nvestigate these very serious problens and to take whatever
action is appropriate under the circunstances to correct the
pr obl ens.

Accordingly, I will direct the Attorney Ceneral of the



United States to conduct an appropriate investigation into the
probl ens regarding the comm tnent of prisoners to the Bureau of
Prisons, the so-called Menorandum of Understandi ng regardi ng the
pl acenment of individuals sentenced for |ocal and federal
of fenses, the security classification and housing of prisoners by
the Departnent of Corrections, and the policies and procedures
for the housing, transfer, release, and furlough, including
escorted trips, of prisoners under the control of the Departnent
of Corrections.

The Court is mndful that the Departnent of Corrections,
i nsofar as supervisory authority for felons is concerned, wll be
under the control of the federal Governnment by no later than
Decenber 31, 2001. However, in view of the woefully inadequate
manner in which a tw ce-convicted nurderer has been processed by
t he Departnent of Corrections, and in view of the additional
concerns that have been discussed this norning, it would be a
dereliction of responsibility for this Court to order that an
i nvestigation not comrence until 2001. This is especially true
at this time in this city when a debate is ongoing as to whet her
or not there should be nore prisons in the District of Colunbia.
The citizens of the District of Colunbia need to feel safe and
secure that responsible decisions are being made in the
Departnent of Corrections by responsible decision-makers, and it
is the duty of the federal and | ocal governnents to provide those
assurances to our citizens. Mreover, ny colleagues and I need
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to know t hat when we sentence and commt individuals to the
federal Bureau of Prisons, those commtnents will be carried out
in a tinely and professional manner.

Under the circunstances, | will take under advisenent the
show cause order issued to Warden Crose, and give the Depart nent
of Justice an opportunity to ook into these matters, and
hopefully the Departnent of Justice, along with the |ocal offices
of the Inspector Ceneral, Corporation Counsel and the U S
Attorney, can address these issues in a tinely manner and nake
appropriate recommendations to the Court for their resolution.

Accordingly, it is hereby

ORDERED that the United States Departnent of Justice shal
file the results of its investigation by no |later than October 5,
1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED that a status conference is schedul ed for

October 15, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. in Courtroom 11



Attached to this Oder is a self-explanatory letter this

Court received fromJoanne D. Slaight, Esq.

DATE:

EMVET G SULLI VAN
UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT JUDGE



Noti ce to:

Kenneth C. Kohl, Esq.

Assi stant United States Attorney
Judi ci ary Square Buil di ng

555 Fourth Street, N W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20001

A.J. Kraner, Esq.
Federal Public Defender
625 | ndi ana Ave., N W
Suite 550

Washi ngt on, DC 20004

Ri chard Love, Esq.

Assi st ant Cor porati on Counsel

District of Colunbia Corporation Counsel
441 4th Street, N W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20001

Al exander Shoai bi, Esq.

Assi stant United States Attorney
Judi ci ary Square Buil di ng

10t h Fl oor

555 4th St., N W

Washi ngton, DC 20001

Qdi e Washi ngt on

Acting Director

District of Colunbia Departnment of Corrections
1923 Vernont Ave., N W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20001

S. Elwood York, Jr., Esq.

Acting Ceneral Counsel

Ext ernal Confinenment and Monitoring Adm ni strator
District of Colunbia Departnment of Corrections
1923 Vernont Ave., N W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20001

John L. Cark, Esq.
Corrections Trustee
800 K St., N W

Suite 450 South

Washi ngton, DC 20001



Jay A. Carver, Esq.

Trust ee

Court Services and O fender Supervision Agency
633 I ndiana Ave., N W

12t h Fl oor

Washi ngton, DC 20004

Charl es C. Maddox, Esg.

| nspect or Gener al

District of Colunmbia Ofice of the Inspector General
717 14th St., N.W, Suite 500

Washi ngt on, DC 20005

Austin A. Anderson, Esq.

CGeneral Counse

District of Colunmbia Ofice of the Inspector General
717 14th St., N.W, Suite 500

Washi ngt on, DC 20005

Wal | ace B. Cheney, Esq.
General Counse

Federal Bureau of Prisons
230 First St., N W
Washi ngt on, DC 20534

M ke Kessel

Communi ty Corrections Manager
M d-Atlantic Regional Ofice
10010 Junction Dr., Suite 101N
Annapol i s Junction, MD 20701

Debor ah West br ook, Esq.
CGeneral Counse

United States Marshal Service
600 Arnmy Navy Dr.

Arlington, VA 22202-4210

James Mur phy

Acti ng Warden

Maxi mum Security Facility, Lorton
P. O, Box 5200

Lorton, VA 22199



Mar k McCrosen

Shari M Coy

United States Probation Ofice, Room 2800
United States District Court

for the District of Colunbia

333 Constitution Ave., N W

Washi ngton, DC 20001

Joanne D. Slaight, Esq.
305 HSt., NW
Washi ngt on, DC 20001



